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The  people  of  New  England, 
and  of  the  whole  Country,  are  in 
a  fair  way  to  learn  something"  of 
the  real  character  and  greatness 
of  President  Lincoln  from  the 
revelations  made  in  various  ad- 
dresses by  his  friend  and  associate, 
Major  J.  B.  Merwin,  of  St.  Louis. 

The  Times,  Courant,  and  other 
papers  of  Hartford,  gave  large 
space  to  a  report  of  Major  Mer- 
win's  address,  at  the  Hartford 
Opera  House,  Sunday  afternoon 
before  Lincoln's  birthday. 

Members  of  the  Hartford  posts 
of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Re- 
public were  given  a  special  in- 
vitation to  attend.  The  veterans 
entered  the  lobby  in  double  tile, 
occupying  the  front  seats  at  the 
center  of  the  orchestra  circle,  re- 
served for  them. 

The  Times  said:  "'Lincoln,  the 
Christian  Statesman'  was  Major 
Merwin's  subject.  From  the  time 
of  his  first  meeting  with  Lincoln 
in  1852,  on,  to  the  day  of  his 
assassination  the  speaker  gave  a 
vivid  description  of  his  noble 
.  character,  using  many  items  of 
conversation  he  had  had  with  him, 
together  with  many  anecdotes, 
•illustrating  in  the  concrete,  var- 
ious phases  of  his  great  charac- 
ter." 

3(C  i(C  Af.  ^C  JjC  if*  ^ 

The  Courant  said:  "The  Young 
Men's  Christian  Association  had 
a  distinguished  guest,  at  the  Hart- 
ford Opera  House  yesterday  after- 
noon in  the  person  of  Major  J.  B. 
Merwin,  who  spoke  on  'Abraham 
Lincoln,  the  Christian  States- 
man.' The  first  rows  of  the 
theatre  were  filled  with  G.  A.  R. 
men,  who  turned  out  in  force  to 
give  Major  Merwin  a  deserved 
and   hearty  welcome,   and  every 


reference  to  the  man,  whom  they 
had  loved  so  much,  in  the  trying 
days  of  the  war,  was  hailed  with 
deafening  applause." 

"The  Major  certainly  had  the 
great  audience  with  him  from  the 
very  beginning.  Major  Merwin 
gave  a  varied,  close,  concrete  view 
of  Lincoln  and  his  career.  He 
said  that  there  had  been  170  or 
more  biographies  of  Lincoln's  life 
published,  all  but  one  or  two  of 
them  had  missed  the  real  funda- 
mental basis,  of  Lincoln's  great- 
ness that  was  at  the  bottom  of  it 
all  —  his  religious  side.  He  went 
on  to  explain  his  acquaintance 
with  Lincoln,  with  whom  he  was 
intimately  thrown  from  1852,  on, 
until  the  day  of  his  assassination 
in  Washington.  ^lajor  Merwin, 
dined  with  Lincoln  the  day  he 
was  assassinated.  __, 

Lincoln  from  his  inate  sense  of 
Justice,  always  saw  conditions, 
from  the  standpoint  of  the  other 
man,  as  well  as  from  his  own. 
That  is  what  made  him  so  success- 
full  as  a  lawyer. 

He  was  always  ready  for  the 
arguments  of  the  other  side.  He 
had  thought  it  all  out  from  the 
other  man's  point  of  view  before 
the  trial. 

The  sagest  of  philosophers,  he 
was  at  times,  the  most  ridiculous 
of  jesters,  the  best  informed  man 
on  political  affairs  of  the  nine- 
teenth century,  but  above  all  a 
Christian  gentleman  was  Lincoln, 
realizing  his  own  dependence  on 
God  more  than  those  less  able  to 
wield  great  things,  when  it  came 
to  the  crises. 

Major  Merwin  ended  with  a 
blood-t.ingling  eulogy  for  the  men 
of  the  G.  A.  R.r  who  saved  to  the 
world  this  form  of  government." 
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"HIS  THRILLING  AND 
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Connecticut  Comrades  Thrilled  by  his  Story  of 
Abraham  Lincoln,  "The  Christian  Statesman," 
and    the   Days    when    Men   Died  for  the  Flag. 
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Comrade  Fred  Meyer  of  this  city  has 
received  the  following  highly  interest- 
ing letter  from  Department  Chaplain 
William  F.  Hilton,  of  Hartford,  Conn., 
relative  to  Major  J.  B.  Merwin,  who  is 
to  speak  in  the  Grand  opera  honse  to- 
morrow evening  on  Abraham  Lincoln. 

Hartford,  Conn. 
Oct  22. 
My  Dear  Comrade: 

Having  received  a  letter  from  my 
friend.  Major  J.  B.  Merwin  in  which 
he  speaks  of  your  noble  purpose  in  the 
effort  to  secure  a  monument  for  our 
heroic  dead,  and  I  say  our  dead,  for  in 
a  real  and  true  sense  we  are  of  one 
body  — let  me  extend  my  most  hearty 
wish  that  you  may  more  than  realize 
your  object. 

We  hear  among  ourselves,  as  oft  re- 
peated in  the  quiet  silence  of  our  own 
gatherings,  "that  God  may  grant  that 
the  memory  of  the  noble  dead  who  freely 
gave  their  lives  for  the  land  they  love 
may  dwell  ever  in  our  hearts." 

This  is  our  own  sentiment  and  ex- 
presses that  devotion  which  a  patient 
and  long  suffering  service  engenders, 
but  the  sentiment  needs  to  be  carried 
further  into  the  life  about  us  and  to 
become  the  seed  of  a  new  fruitage  and 
that  fruitage  found  in  those  we  are 
now  among  and  from  among  whose 
association  we  ere  long  must  disappear. 

The  monument  must  speak  for  us 
even  better  than  the  blood  of  righteous 


Abel  and  be  a  witness  to  that  spirit 
which  was  in  them  who  yave  their  lives 
for  the  land  they  loved ;  a  land  be- 
queathed in  peace  to  those  who  witness 
where  the  monument  stands  in  whom 
must  dwell  a  spirit  equally  as  sacrificing 
and  suffering. 

May  the  day  soon  come  when  the 
land  shall  be  rilled  not  only  with  school 
houses  in  which  patriotism  is  taught; 
with  churches  where  patriotism  shall 
be  baptised  with  the  spirit  of  "the 
Christ"  who  laid  down  his  life  for  all 
but  also  our  resting  places  and  habita- 
tions be  beautiful  and  adorned  with 
those  silent  testimonies  that  reveal  a 
patriotism  that  is  sanctiried. 

So  I  wish  you  great  success  in  your 
undertaking. 

I  congratulate  you  in  having  secured 
Major  Merwin's  services  to  thrill  the 
heart  and  to  make  the  pulse  heat  quick 
with  hit  beauty*!*/ story  of  our  Martyred 
President.  If  he  inspires  you  as  he 
did  us,  there  will,  I  am  sure,  be  started 
a  current  of  intense  patriotic  life  in 
your  community  that  will  arouse  the 
sluggish,  awaken  the  indifferent  and 
cause  the  pride  to  rise  in  behalf  of  that 
noble  band  who  loved  not  their  .ives 
only  to  offer  them  as  a  sweet-smelling 
sacrifice  upon  the  great  altar  of  our 
blessed  land.  May  the  good  Lord  pros 
per  you  in  all  good  and  bless  you  w;th 
His  abounding  grace. 

Yours  fraternally, 

WM.  F.  HILTON. 
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Facsimile  of  Autograph  Order  of  Abraham  Lincoln 


An    Evening    With 

Abraham  Lincoln 


AS  long  as  lime  endures,  or  lliis 
nation  exists  ihe  name  of 
Abraham  Lincoln  will  be  a  hal- 
lowed one  (o  every  liberly  loving 
person  on  earth,  no  matter  where 
n  he    may   be  found,  or  what    his 

•LJL    &%    /&&•£>.  nationality  or  creed,     Washing- 

/y     r  ton,    the    father   of    his    country, 

Lincoln,  its  savior,  are  names  that 
will  never  die.  What  memories 
the  name  of  Lincoln  inspires  — 
what  patriotic  thoughts  kindle,  by  the  recollection  of  his  deeds  Lincoln  the 
reformer— Lincoln  the  patriot — Lincoln  the  emancipator.  Can  those  of 
mature  years  forget  while  living  the  shock  that  came,  the  indignation  that 
spread  over  land  and  sea  when  news  of  his  assassination  was  Hashed 
around  the  world. 

All  civilization  poured  its  sympathy  to  us  in  the  loss  of  the  best  friend  that 
liberty  had— the  champion  of  the  poor  and  down  trodden.  Prom  first  to 
last  he  was  the  peoples'  champion.  "The  great  commoner,"  he  has  been 
called.  Of  his  glorious  achievements  the  whole  world  knows.  Of  his 
assassination,  ELIHU  BURRITT,  THE  NOTED  AMERICAN,  writing  to  a  friend, 
said:  "The  irrepressible  conflict  has  come  and  gone.  It  is  behind  us.  We 
can  now  face  a  new  future  and  see  God's  face  in  it  with  hope  and  comfort. 

There  is  one  event  just  gone  to  the  record  of  these  great  years,  so  sublime 
in  its  working  upon  the  mind  of  the  world,  that  it  seems  to  be  taken  up  into 
the  ranks  of  those  Divine  Providences  and  Revelations  that  have  come  at 
intervening  spaces  of  a  thousand  years  to  mark  the  history  of  God's  dealings 
with  mankind.  Certainly  not  for  a  thousand  years  has  the  death  of  one  man 
produced  such  an  impression  upon  the  whole  of  Christendom,  as  the  sudden 
and  most  atrocious  taking  off  of  Abraham  Lincoln.  No  American  life  ever 
had  such  a  burden  put  upon  it;  none  that  has  breathed  on  our  continent  ever 
performed  a  greater  work.  But  he  was  stronger  in  his  death  than  in  his 
life.  Living,  he  saw  the  wide  and  ensanguined  rift  in  the  American  Union 
close  forever  its  devouring  jaws  to  open  no  more;  dying,  he  closed  the  wider 
chasm  between  the  two  hemispheres.  I  say  it  reverently,  by  death,  he  made 
of  twain  one,  abolishing  the  enmity  between  the  Old  World  and  New, 
between  England  and  America.  The  fires  of  indignation  that  hurst  forth 
from  the  heart  of  the  English  nation  at  Ins  martyrdom,  and  the  surging  flood 
of  sympathy  with  our  country  at  the  bereavement  with  it  unlocked,  seemed 
in  one  day  and  night,  to  burn  up  and  down  every  unfriendly  sentiment  to- 
ward our  nation,  that  ever  found  expression  in  Great  Britain." 

Jefferson  Davis  said,  'Next  to  the  destruction  of  the  Confederacy  the 
death  of  Abraham  Lincoln  was  the  darkest  day  the  South  has  ever  known." 
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A     Lecture    of    Absorbing    Interest- 


Abounding  in  reminiscences  and  anecdotes  descriptive  of  his  life 
and  achievements,  by  one  who  knew  him  well,  who,  in  his  life 
was    the    friend     and    confidant    of     the    martyred     President. 

Maj.  J.  B.  Merwin,  of  St.  Louis,  Mo. 


An    Evening    With 

Abraham      Lincoln 


THE    LIFE    OF    LINCOLN,    the    record  of  his   glorious   deeds  is  a 
trumpet  call  to  higher  ideals  and   nobler   Americanism,  typifying  as  it 
does,  his  almost  Divine  nature  as  a  man,  his  patriotism  as  a  leader,  his 
far-reaching  wisdom  as  a  ruler. 

Those  who  lived  in  the  anxious  time  of  his  administration  will  feel  their 
blood  tingle  anew  as  they  listen  to  the  story  of  his  deeds — a  story  that 
will  live  forever.  It  will  bring  back  to  them  the  memory  of  the  tented  camp 
field  the  fife  and  the  drum-  brother  arrayed  against  brother.  The  hope, 
the  suspense,  the  fear  that  prevailed  as  the  battle  went  one  way  or  the  other. 
The  glorious  anthem  of  peace  that  went  up  as  the  struggle  was  ended.  The 
wave  of  horror  and  indignation  that  swept  o'er  the  land  east,  west,  north 
and  south,  at  news  of  his  assassination.  Major  J.  B  Merwin  is  peculiarly 
fitted  to  speak  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  for  he  was  his  personal  friend  and  asso- 
ciate in  the  days  before  he  was  chosen  to  lead  the  people.  During  his 
administration  Major  Merwin  was  the  trusted  friend  of  the  martyred  Presi- 
dent, and  as  such  has  a  fund  of  memories  intensely  interesting,  showing  the 
character  and  giving  an  insight  into  the  motives  that  prompted  this  great 
American  citizen,  Abraham  Lincoln. 

By  some  Major  Merwin's  discourie  has  been  described  as  a  "burst  of 
patriotic  eloquence  rarely  equalled,"  but  it  is  more  than  that  it  is  the  heart- 
felt tribute  of  one  who  is  living,  to  a  frjend  who  has  gone  before,  recalling 
the  acts  of  Ins  life  time,  the  noble  deeds  he  performed. 

The  Life  of  Lincoln  cart  be  read  in  books,  but  they  breathe  an  artificial  air. 

In  listening  to  Major  Merwin  you  look  upon  one  who  was  wont  to  grasp 
the  gieat  emancipator  by  the  hand— who  greeted  him  from  day  to  day 
who  knew  of  his  ideals,  his  hopes,  his  disappointments     of  his  faith  I 

Cold  type  spread  upon  inanimate  paper  fails  to  awaken  your  interest  or 
kindle  your  memory,  rousing  you  to  a  higher  sense  of  patriotism  or  venera- 
tion for  the  illustrious  Lincoln,  as  do  the  living  breathing  words  of  one  who 
was  at  his  side,  and  whose  mind  is  stored  with  priceless  memories  of  our 
venerated  martyr.  As  one  friend  paying  iribute  to  another  Major  Merwin 
(ells  many  interesting  facts  heretofore  unknown  to  the  world  at  large,  and  all 
in  all  his  discourse  is  one  that  should  be  listened  to  by  every  patriotic  citizen. 
When  you  have  listened  to  the  story  of  the  saviour  of  our  country  as  told 
by  Major  Merwin,  you  will  feel  that  you  have  cause  to  thank  the  Creator 
that  you  are  of  the  same  race  as  Abraham  Lincoln.  The  stoiy  of  his  life 
and  deeds  as  told  by  Major  Merwin  is  one  of  enthralling  interest,  arousing 
the  patriotism  of  the  listener,  young  or  old.  to  its  highest  pitch.     An  Evening 
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with  Lincoln  is  an  occasion  (hat  should  not  be  missed. 


K*ccri>i(.    from     I'ru&s    NalicoK    of    Major    Murwin't.    Lectura    on 

Abraham     Lincoln 

"Tilt:  uutsi  In'illiuul  ami  i:oiii|>lutc  analysis  ol  Lincoln's  i.tircr  ami  cliniaclci  uvof  ifivini.*1 
"Com  m;t. 11I01I  I  liu  i  losesl  attention  ami  thrilled  the  hearts  uf  all."  "Alili-  cloiillclil."  "Koiccinl, 
Mia|j|iii'.  i-Iim|iii*ii1.  "  "Seldom,  ii  cvur,  have  aa  audience  heen  thrilled  wilh  such  clotiucuci:  and 
iiou'ci."  "Ait. acts,  charms,  livcts  attention,  catTicu  con vicliuil.''  "His  humni  convulses,  Ins 
imagery  cleciiilics,  li is  icasouiuu  is  hrilliutll."  "Kecnivril  uilh  llio  uicalcsl  enthusiasm."  "A 
In  illiaiil  ami  caiail.u  01  aim."  "Ills  h  carets  wcic  held  cut  hi  ailed  innii  I  hi:  illicit  ill  if  In  I  lie  clobiilif 
sentence."  "A  I  the  close  the  orator  \\  as  uivcu  a  vcrilaldc  ovation."  "A  lnilli.uu  uialoi  and  a  man 
i>l  i  ice  schiilurshii*.*1 


Evening7  With  LinCOll\ 


Do  not  f;vil  to 
hear  tHis  dis- 
course on  His 
life  and  ser- 
vices as  ren- 
dered  t>v  His 
fr  i  e  n  d  and 
V  associate  V 

Maj.  J.  B.  Merwin 

Of   St.    Louis 


AT 


l(  is  unquestionably  due  that  no  man  at  present  alive  knew  Abiaham 
Lincoln  more  intimately  than  did  Maior  Merwin.  Those  who  fail  of  the 
opportunity  of  hearing  him  on  (his  occasion  will  probably  never  again  be 
privileged  to  listen  to  such  a  broad  minded  di^co'iise  by  one  who  was  so 
long  in  such  close  touch  with  the  martyred  President. 

EVERY    PATRIOTIC    CITIZEN 

Yiiui»c    and    Old    Should    tlenr    This     Address 

The    Lecture    will    Positively    be    jjivert    whether    the 

weather    is  favorable    or    not,    as    the    time 

of  ipeaher    is    limited 

N.  B.      Lecture  Committees  desiring  to  arrange  dates  for  this  lecture 
address 
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